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HABS No, SC-59

POND BLUFF AE
-Near [utaw Springs, Orangeburg County, South Csrclina -

Owner: Cantee-Cocper Hyoroeleclric ana Ravigsticon Project,

Date of erecticn: c. 1820

Present condidion: Gooa; in danper of inundsation

Description:

Pond Bluff, on the bluff sbove the tantee hiver swamps,
ig the smallest of the plantaiion houses of the region but, set
in well cenltivated fields, sheded by a huge live ocak and brighi
with fresh paint, it is perhaps the most attractive of then
all. Its low gable roof, which continues over the Ifront nporch
end rear shed, relslfes well to the terrain which rises smoothly
to the house on both fronmt znd rear. The porch, which extends
azcross the front, has slender tapered sgquare pogts and = railing
of light rectenpular balusters. The house retains its oripinal
beaded weatherboards on sices anG resr. The gable eand front
wall are covered with the criginal horizontal fiush bearding.
This frestment of the pable paraliels other attempts to make the
geble assume the form of & clsssic pediment.

hpainst the flush sheathing of the front wall the doorwayse
are well displeyed. The doors are six—penel, with glezea tran-
soms and an srchitrave surround. Between the two architraves
in the center mullion is a narrow paneled spsace and sbove, spen-
ning the two openings and the wmullion, are a frieze and a den-
tiled cornice. This is & comparatively simple treatment, but it
is very spreesble.

The plan comprises a pair of equal drawing rooms in the
front with an intercommunicating door, and & acor to the porch
from each. These roomeg heve & palir of windows on esch outside
wall and a fireplace in the rear wall, with a door to the hall
et one side. This rear hall has a stalr against cne wall and &
nair of closets facing it. At the rear zre the coors to the
flenking rooms. An extension in the rear takes the form of a
covered porch at the end of the hall, with a small rcem at either
side. Tnese latter sre heated by chimneys bullt speinst the
sice wail., The resr extension, duplicating the outline of the
front porech, serves to balsence the side elevation.

The interior trim is simply treated, . The drawing rooms
have sunk peneled dedos, welnut firepisce surrounds moulded like
broad architraves, and six-panei doors with simple trim. There
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are no cernices at tne celling line. While the steir has plain
balusters and posts, & psneleu daws occurs against the wall both
on the horirontal and the rake. The ascent of the stsir is
charscterisiic, but in order to obtain headroom &t the landing

a large projection occurs on the roof,

Adcitional dateas

Pona biuif was erecclted ag & dower house for Springfield,
on the zite of an earlier house which was buiit by General
¥rancis Maricn but destroyed by fire in 1316.

—~From "4 Survey of the Karly Buildings in the Hegion of the
Proposed Santee and Pinopolis Reservolrg in South Carolina,™ by
Thomas T. Waterman
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Addendum to:

Pond Bluff (Keating Simons Plantation House)
Approximately & miles east of Butaw Springs
Eutaw Springs Vicinity

Orangebiitg County

South Carolina
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